Motivatiens of Migrants

Most Magration takes place between devedoping countries, as one

of the root causes of migration is lack of development in the countries of

ongn  Migrants motivations are mainly economic. Lhey do not normally
intend 1o stay permanently or be fully imegrated in the host communines. As
a vesult. they mamntan close links with thewr home bases and retan ther
cultural habis. they hive m segregated areas, makng assimilation with the
host commumity difficult. and rarely become full members of their host
communities \rants accumulate wealth snd yam special skalls which o o
them comaderable economec advantage over local people  Generally, they
repatrinte ther esmings and svings, only a few imvesting in the host econon,

Megal Migrants

On Christmas day on 24th December. m 1996, a ferry (Yiohan)
loaded beyond capacity. carrying nearly five hundred illegal immigrants
from India. Pakistan and S Lanka capsized in the icy, blue waters of
the loman Sea, near Malta, killing nearly 300 young illegal migrants

These youth -mostly from low income families - had been lured by life
in distant lands, far away from home Not a single body was recoverad,
nor was any wreckage or debns sighted. This tragedy 15 a 1elling mstance
of the legal slave rrade, spanning several continenis® So also, the phght
of Vietnamese boat people which drew attention to the possibilities for
illegal arrivals by sea, Vietnamese peaple - men, women and children -
left their homeland, in 1975, in frawle boats and rafis on the high seas at
the merey of elements and pirate attacks, if they were lucky to have
escaped from the hazards of the high seas, they sought asylum in Thailand.
Malaysia,, Indonesia, the Philippines, Singapore or Hong Kong

Arrival by sea is o method now used regularly by illegal migrants
all over the world - the open  sea is the one highway which governments
do not control

**Bach, from Hell”, India Todny, Febnmny 15, 1997, p.5%.

The traflicking of illegal migrants is sustained by » vast network off
el agents, Manpower recruiting agents and their brokers These chady
J agents thrive because of police patronage. the routes they follow depend
y the immagration laws and visa regulations. 1t has. for instance, been
W“ﬂ that the C15 states of the erstwhile Soviet U'nian are the major

pointsfior illegal migration inthe Afro-Asian reglon, other transit points
augknk, Thailand. Hong Kooy, Greece, Cyprus and Turkey The
gangs take over the “cargn’ of human suffering at these transit
iﬂ:’mﬂ shipments clandestinely * It hardly needs to be mentioned

ts mivang illewally do risk geming returmed

wulcmcffnrum beng made by all countres in some way

ol illegal immagration, the solution would be in taking steps
nmllmqpu'llnn

£ Agents

Generally, public and private sector recruiting agents facilitate
mufhhmt,mplniwlu,fmmmmmh The mode of
y and the regulations under which agents operate vary hittle
1 South Ama  The governments of Pakistan India, Bangladesh.
i S Lﬂ:aﬂmw:nhlmwlnwm
shich may be forfested if they indulge in illeyal practices

s of Migrants

The process of migration and the problems created by it are
waried and complex.  Every year, approxamately, one million peopie
 emigrate permanently  There appears 10 be general suppon for the
propusal that inward and outward flows should be carefully put into
five separme categones, namely -

(n)  sertlers - people who enter another country to five permanently,
(b} contract workers - people who are admitted on the understanding
thist thiey will work fir a limited penod, and thew dependents.

i Simvigglens . Indin Today, February 13, 1997, p 63




() transient professionals and skilled workers and dependents -
hhwutmﬂmmmnﬂﬂwmmﬂgﬁ:
ane country to another;

() illegal migrants - people who enter illegally or
overstay their visas or take jobs when they only have tourist
visas T!'l_rﬂimimnﬂ'qhﬂwqﬁigﬂmﬂyﬂtnujmw
most persistent reason for the flow ofillegal migration. and

(e mﬂmaﬁwawﬁﬁi:mm
mpmﬂeﬂnmﬁmm.muﬂdmﬂmﬂt
wulmennrl_hnuur@&lﬁmpmmmehmmﬁglu
of refugees being a problem of increasing concern The interplay
m:ﬁmmmmmmmm
asylum systems imo crisis®

hMMtMMHﬂ:mmmﬁhmm
iliegal ﬂﬁﬂmuhljnqmn'mmipwnm sOme countri
(United Nations, 1982) - o

Impact of Migration

_Thciliplunfmimltimnuh:lhlhenndﬂ and recevi
mry?umtuthmmurthmrﬁu thevnh.u:
udnmm_nnmnu{nugminnmmwﬂmmmdispmiﬁunw
ruultlud incomes, mwmm#Mr migration are
manifold and varied, lwr:lungliupnmunh workers family and
community fife. and varying between countries (and regions within
countnes) on the basis of ethaicity, religion, family size and structure.
xﬂﬂlm:dmnlg: But not all professionals leave simply 1o carn
a money any emigrate because there are simply no jobs svailable,

dnping countries are often producing more trained people than their
::tmmum-hm. as, for example India, which has an oversupply of
illed workers The developed countries also certainly gain from the

':hmtﬂm:amﬂmmmmmumsmm
B

- armval of skilled manpower  The fiorm of mtemational mngration & also shaped
by the policies of the receiving countries. Many now make efforts 1o attract
skilled immagrants or &t least make their entry easier
Migraton imvolves imponant financial benefits for migrant sending
countrics Migrants save and send money to thew countries of origin. For
these countries remittances are a source of foreign exchange or s way of
financing batance of payment deficits. For indnadual households this money
- isamponant as asource of income or even of subsistence  The largest single
usc of remittances is for housing® This is common to most sending couniries.
 Having seen the clevemess with which emigrants can avoid controls, many
memﬁdwmmmm overseas workers to
'y wl channels. Bangladesh, for example, has 8 “wage eamers’ scheme
- which allows returning migrants to sell thewr foreign exchange to importers at
& premium over the official exchange rate India and other countnes now
flow mon-resident nationals 1o open foreign exchange accounts

Y The success of a migrant worker is generally measured in terms
‘of a material improvement in one’s life stvle. i e a life of relative financial
~ease It also means having a better opimion of oneself as a result of the

erseas expenence Failure, on the other hand, comes from carelessness
dling ones’earnings due to indulgence in vices like gambling.
¢ etc. It can also come from unwise spending on the pant of the
family lefi behind

- The latest wave of labour migration, particularly of skilled
~Warkers to the Gulf region and domestic servants and entertainers to the
homes and night clubs of Asia and Europe, has generated controversy

~oflabour. not to mention its impact on the country's culture. conscious
and its international reputation. Further, it has created legal and illegal
litment agencies which charge hefty rates or run away with the
Bful worker's money. It has also given rise to organized networks

I evading immigration procedures and labour regulations in the host
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country  The push factors embedded in the .ocal and national economic
structures and the demonstrative effect of successful migrations here many 1o
look for jobs outside the country even at the cost of extreme loneliness,
culral margmafization and bewng prey 1o illegal recruiters

Regularising the Status of Non-Legal Worker

The question still remamns how the Status of a nugrant non-legal
worker can be regularised in the receiving country.  Generally, non-
lewal migrant workers suffer the risk of being expelled from the host
country, The tightening of immigration laws (o make the entry of non-
legal migrant workers difficult is not impossible, is possibly one of the
remedies that is often applied. The remedy, that may reduce the sufferings
of the non-legal workers 1o which they may be exposed m the host country
lies in mutual cooperation among them

Return

Temporariness is one of the chief characteristics of migration,
and it is expected both by the migrant and the home family that once his
primary goals are fulfilled. the migrant will return. However, no fully
satisfactory theory exists 1o explain why some workers return and others
remain abroad Bur it is generally believed that the migrants return
because they find the secumy of home preferable 10 the bad social
conditions or undesirable conditions of work in the host country, and
even Lo economic benefit

The problems that legal migrants face on their return, are different
from those of nonlegal migrants,. While legal migrants, on their return,
may use the ecanomic prospenty to find ganful self-employment and
reintegrate themselves in the home country, the non-legal migrants
expelled tfrom the receiving countries for one or the other reason, on
returm, may even fice prosecution and impnsonment. Return migrant
workers, legal and non-legal, need assistance and legal protection

112

low to Protect the Rights of a Legal Migrant Waorker

[iye protection of migrant workers e pnup.bu e:zhn'ud :anm
- other than that of thekr origin hos, 1 Fecent years, assii gl,r? mnmw
"‘w' rated from their hameland, fmced with new _"".“3"5‘-“ ifea i
w wons. and unprepared for the defence of their interesisna {
] environment. migrant workers more thin any others are open 1o
ﬁmm especithy when their awn position has not been regulansed

' hevond the adoption of miubtilateral and
h lﬁ;ﬂ:ﬂﬁ:ﬂmﬁ of lws to protect migrant workers
:'. hﬂs the conscious provision of suppor m:-:hnn:;nsl 1::.' :HE;::;
s s i worker e ey SOCCLL

- on i ' nventio

,. : . nﬂ-::lﬂ?"{m:m:;ﬂ Sates have participated Enlmu of t::
Lo i Internanional Labour Instruments Conventong @
B fations concern national workers. but they apply equally 1o

it workers
ol Labour Conventions’

Some of the noteworthy Interrational Llhmfmumm :m
1 1o ratification by member States, arc internanonal treaties
u on the countries which ratify them These are

ution !nlﬂimhlnhﬂthnhrt-phrlﬂt{mﬂﬂd
- .

1 [ nformation.
is convention seeks 10 pmmqe assIslANCE.

pro m:n‘;qudnjdlmimmfwwmw ?l‘h.]umlni
i 0 provisions include (1 establishment of free services 1o RSsist
1.1 W) [ BN 1 -ll"‘h : ; 1 tu}
 mig hWﬂMMMWImﬂ: 3
foption of steps agamst muskeading Fwﬂir:hmr;’mmm
Lﬁlhﬁ:ﬁmum (article 3); (1) the taking of measures ok
-m.wmmﬂmimrﬁumtm :

*Mﬁwwm-mmqﬂd-lm-
MLO Geneva
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{iv) the establishment of appropriate medical services {aricle 5), (v) the

permission accorded 1o migrant workers 1o transfier their eamings and savings
tarticle 9)

Convention (N0, 143) concerning Migrations in Abusive Conditions

and the Promotion of Egquality of opportunity and Treatment of
Migrant Workers, 1975,

Part | of this convention deals with migrations in abusive
conditions. |t sets the general obligation to respect the basic human
rigghts of all migram workers. It requires of States for which is in force
to seek 1o determine whether there are illegally employed migrant workers
on its termitory and whether they depant from, pass through, or arrive in
its territory any movements of migrants for employment i which the
migrants are subjected to conditions contravening mternational
agreements or national legislation

Part 11 of this convention, which is imspired by the provisions
of the Discrimination { Employment ard Occupation) Convention, 1958
(No. 111). requires that States for which the Convention is in force
shall declare and pursue a policy designed to promote and to guarantee
equality of trestment in respect of employment and occupation, social security.

Each state wiich ratifies this convention may, by a declaration
appended to its ratification, exclude either one or the other part from s
acceptance of the convention.

Convention (No 118) concerning the equality treatment (social
security ), 1962.

This very technical and complex convention sésks 1o promote an
imermational system for the mantenance of ights to medical care and eckness
benefit, maternity, invalidity, old-age survivors, employment injury,
unemployment and family benefits in respect of persons working or residing
outside ther country. Thus, on a general level, it seeks to promote wide-
rangmg but flexible co-ordination between nabional socil secunty schemes,
taking account of the differences in their respective bevels of development

International Labour Recommendations

] International Labour Recommendations, which are not intermnational
 jreaties, set nonbinding guidelines which may wguide national policy and
joe  They may in themselves cover a particular subject or may
lement the provisions contmned in conventions u'u:llhpul'l them out in
greater detail These Intemational Labour Recommendations are

Recommendation (No. 86) Concerning Migration Emploment (revised
1949)

This Recommendation includes a series of measures designed 1o
complement the provisions of Convention No. 97, particularly with
" 1o infarmation and assistance for mlm; (Pan ::It]t rT;-;u;:lE:
and selection (Pan 1V), and equal treatment with respect to _
;nﬁmm (Part V) Tt also comprises provisions aimed at protecting
 milgrant workers against expulsion on account of their lack of means or
thiule of the emplovment market { Part V1)

mulHnIH}CMrHuMWtWﬂm 1975

ﬂﬂlﬂmmndimnmnﬂhemmheukmmm
~ pespect of the principle of equality ufnppﬂrhlnit}'lnduulml.uwtll
28 the fields in which such equality must be applied (Part [). It defines
o 'Mﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁljdﬂiﬂﬂtﬂﬂﬂm.wﬂf'kﬂl—ﬂ
their famsilies 10 share in the advantages enjoyed by nationals, which
mio account such specal mdsastlngmluuum.iﬂnyue
4 10 the society of the country of empioyment To this end, the
© Recommendatic nmﬂuminmnﬂmdmwﬁr@dm
the reunification of families, protection of the heaith of the migrant
vorkers _ and the establishment of Social Services (Part 11) Lastly. the
'prnpml:htldnptiunufminnﬂﬁmmﬂmdudl
‘of protection, especially in the case of termination of empioyment,

expulsion and departure from the country of employment (Part 1)
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Recommendation (No 167) concerning the Maintenance of Social
Security Rights 1983

This Recommendation primanly suggests model provisions for the
conclusson ofbilateral or multilateral Social Security instruments

Recommendation (No. 100) concerning the Protection of Migrans
Workers in Underdevcloped Countries, 1955

This Recommendation concerns the protection of migram workers
m underdeveloped countries and territones

UN Convention on the Protection of Migrant Workers

The UN General Assembly, with a view “10 make further efforts
to improve the situation ensure the human nghts and dignity of all migrant
workers and their families, adopted and opened for signature on the
18th of December 1990 the International Convention on the Protection
of the Rights. of all migrant workers and members of their families

The UN Convention has 93 articles which deal with various
issues concerning migrant workers and their families.* Egypt. Moroceo
lndsa]rﬂulu have ratified this Convention, Chile, Mexico and
mmhwwmhfmmm According 1o Article 87(1) of
Hmcmitwwld enter into force on the first day of the month
following  period of three months sfter the date of deposit of the 20th
instrument of ratification® or accession

Fan Toutlines the scope of the Convention as 1o apply during the
H!irim!amiun process of Migramt Workers and Members of their
Families, which comprises preparation for migration, departure, transit
und the entire perind of stay and remunerated activity in the State of

lm!:inynmt as well as return to the State of Origin or the State of habitual
residence.

Y For text al'the Convention see UNGA Resolution 45/1 38, 18 Dec. 1990 p.262

" See Multitaieral Treaties Depasited witly the Gieneeal (S
i Secretary [ Slatdus a8 a0 1

ile

A
|

- Pant 11 1o V1 deal with various aspects of human rnights and other nghis
o mszrant workers and members of their families A significant feature of
this coavennan is the provison made in Article 72 1o review the application
of the Convention throush a Committee whose members will be elected by
the States Partes. While nonunating members 1o this Committee consaderation
will be givento equitable geographcal distnbution, mchuding both States of
yngin and states of emplovment and to the representation of the principle
zal sysiems
r_ The Convention, however, restrains from enterng into pohcy
_.:";‘_._ uin of the States Parties. It provades in Article 79 that “nothing in°
‘the criteria governing admussion of migrant workers and members of
their families " The Convention, in Article 81 seeks not to affect more
favourable rights of freedoms granted to migrant workers and members
of their families by viriue of {a) the law or practice of a State Party; or
(b) any bilateral or multilateral treaty i force for the State Party

Seme Proposed Measures/initiatives suggested during the 35th
1 -3' of the AALCC.

~ Arthe 35th Session hedd in Mamia. H E. Fidel V. Ramos, President
; ¢ Republic of Philippines, while calling for a “more sensitive
_@pproach by governments in their host countries.” proposed, in order 1o
ate a comprehensive programme of implementation and adherence

{8)  survey of laws and mechanisms in récening countries to
protect migrant workers with a view to harmonizing them at
a later staue,

(b)  bilateral arrangements.

system of legal assistance to migrant workers:
constitution of an impartial international or regional tnbunal
with petitioning mechanism and procedures - specific means
and procedures by which an aggneved migrant worker may
seek redressal of his grievances.

7
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These proposals are worthy of notice, and may be dehberated upon
at length. m a spint of mutual co-operation. so that a general consensus
emerzes among the AALCC member States and, i the end., a suitable
mechanism or mechamsms are brought into exastence for offering willing and
effective legal assistance and protection to magrant workers, by both sending
and recenving countries. These proposals hold an important key to reonenting
policies both to make international migration more manageable and to promote
efficiency in the world economy

As a first step member States of the AALCC may consider the
possibility of ratifying the UN Convention on the Protection of Migrant
Workers (1990) The proposed basic nghts tribunal, on the other hand.
necds thorough consideraton. As pomted out by the delegation of Philippines
during the 35th Session of the AALCC, as a first step it would be worthwhile
to examine laws and mechanisms in receiving countries to protect migrant
workers with a view to harmonization at a later stage  For this purpose,
member Governments may consider sending their comments on this proposad
examnation which may eventually tackle the establishment of such & tnbunal
with direct petitioning mechamsms from the Migrant Workers,

Drafting of a Model legislation among Afro-Asian Member States
for Protection of Rights of Migrants

Dunng the Teheran Session, the AALCC Secretariat felt that the
Member States should give appropnate mandate to the AALCC to draft a
model legislation among AALCC member countries so as to protect the
nghts of migrant workers, if not more, at least within the framework of
International Labour Conventions and Recommendations. Thiswill goa
long way in facilitating the movement of the migrant workers, more particularly
in the countries of the Asian African region.

1X. International Trade Law

Legislative Activities of the United Nations and other
Organizations Concerned with International Trade
Law.

(i) Introduction.

At the Thirty-third Session of the AALCC held in Tukj,-_n in 1994
the Secretariat presented a report on the “Legislative Activities of the
United Nations and other International Organizations concerned with
:.‘ﬁhmﬁnﬂunnl Trade Law” The purpose of preparing such repontsis to
 leep the Member Governments informed about the current developments
in the field of intemational trade law and such reports are nun‘rmlllg,'
 considered by the Trade Law Sub-Committee. Atits thirty-third Session
‘"ﬂu Committee, inter alia requested the Secretary General to continue 1o
 manitar the, developments in the area and present the same [0 its thirty-

m Session ™

Pursuant to the mandate of the thirty third Session the Secretariat
prepared for the thirty fourth Session of the AALCC a brief of documents
on the Marrakesh Agreement concluded in 1994, At its thirty-fourth

sion held at Doha, Qatar (1995), the Committee considered the
mnriat brief on. “The New GATT Accord | An Overview with
Special Reference to World Trade Organization (WTO), Trade-Related
Tivestment Measures ( TRIMS) and Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual

Property Rights (TRIPS)”

| The Secretariat brief besides outliming the major policy
imitiatives which had actually shaped the Final Agreement, called for a
closer scrutiny of the implications ansing out of the agreements in the
-ﬁﬁﬂ of the practices that they may establish. 1t also focussed on the
salient features of this Agreement on three crucial areas. viz, WTO,
TRIPS AND TRIMS
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The Committee at its 34th Session, requested the Secretary General
1o continue 1o moniior the developmenits in this area. and to repart there on
té the thinyfifth Session of the Committee Pursuant to that mandate, the
Secretariat at the thirty fifth Session at Mamla (1 996), prepared
comprehensive brief of documents on “WTO as a Framewark Agreemen)
and Code of Conduct for the World Trade™

During the course of the deliberations on this item a view was
expressed that the issues raised in the Secretanat brief were extrema,
impomant and complex and that not enough time was left to give in-depth
conuderation to such ssues. It was observed that such matters were
earlier discussed in the Trade Law Sub-Committee, which was the nytt
forum. It was proposed that the Secretanat should concentrate on some
select issues ansing from the WTO and prepare studies for discussion
either by a group of experts or in the Trade Law Sub-Commitiee. One
delepate drew attention to the Minstenal Conference of the WTO thar
was scheduled to be held at Singapore at the end of 1996

The Commuttee at its 35th Session inter alis acknowledged “the
importance and complexty of the issues raised in the Secretari study
for the Member States for which adequate time wats not available™ and
requested the Secretary General 1o “consider convening & meeting of an
ad hoc, working group of experis to examine the issues raised by the
Secretanat study and 1o report the outcome thereof to the next session ”
The Committes at its Manila Session directed the Secretaniat. “to continue
to manitor the developments related 1o the code of conduct for the world

trade " and decided 10 place the item on the agends of its thirty-sixth
Sewsion,

During the intervening penod. while it was not feasible largely
owing “to financial constraints, 1o convene the meeting of the ad hoc
working, uroup, the Secretariat. has however, in partial fulfillment of its
mandate, prepared a brief of documents (reproduced in this chapter)
which sceks 1o provide an overview of the WTO Agreement including
its Annexes, and its impact on developing countries. It also reflects
some major developments. including the WTO Ministerial Conference
held at Singapare, since the thinty fifth Session held in Manila

—

The Deputy Secretary General, Drwl’ﬁlczlh:rﬂmmmm nh:d
the Legislative Activities of the United Nations other
"I-. R@“gmmtm&:nmdwhhmnﬂﬁmuw He
| .d that the main objective of this report was 1o keep the member
-' wernments abreast of the lewslative developments in the fickd of
- ernational trade law. On the work of the UNCITRAL ut its 29th session,
mmemmmn of the debepates to its accomplishment in the field of
Daits Interchange (EDI) and the Drafl Notes on Organcang Arbiral
-eedings. As regards the nctivities of UNCTAD. he underscored the
i oance of the ‘Midrand Declaration as adopted at its Ninth Session.
rly Mﬂm calls for a‘true partnership for development” between:
«d and developing and least developed counts. The Conference
4 1 final document, which expressed optimism about the rule
hase :yﬂmnf the WTO, set pnionties for development action m &
ulobaliz wnrldummnn-nnduhnnimdm:mwmrhm i streambining
structure of UNCTAD. Elaborating on the activities of
D0 he made specific reference to the recent mitiatives of prepanng
Guidelines for Infrastructure Development through BOT Projects and the
‘ an]mehnduﬂTmuﬁrW Firmlly, he described
the work prograrmme of UNIDROIT whichincludes, viz., intematioal
Hmﬁummnﬂd&mﬂﬁmmmﬂmm
o with carryiny out of dangerous activities, and organization of data
udt‘nmhw

The Deputy Secretary General, introducing the primary aim of
'Iutmmhﬂ:ﬂy outhne the level of obligations that devolve
1 the members of WTO and the flexibility guaranteed by the WTO

sments to the developing and least developed counries. He
d the outcome of the Ministeral Conference of WTO held at
sore in December 1996 Calling for focussed deliberations on the
tingg of the dispute Scttlement Body (DSB), he stressed that an analyss
e procedural aspects and monitoring of the panel reports would go
ig, wity in enabling states to mutually solve disputes without
their trade interests  Hence, a general discussion on the
: hnhﬁdhyihSmumuhntﬂuﬂud.mﬂdhﬂpin
ntifyiny the difficulties that arise in the course of implementation of
Mmunfﬂuﬁuimu
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The Deleuate of the Islamic Republic of Iran stated that as a member
of the UNCITRAL, his country was fully conscious of the importance of
work being carned out by UNCITRAL, and pledged to continue supporting
the Commmission for the attainment of iis lotty goals

Commenting on the projects currently under consideration by
LUUNCITRAL, he hailed the work on the Model Law on Electronic
Commerce as a necessary and timely mitiative which was a new topic
to many legal systems. The draft convention on Receivable Financing
was aimed at removing obstacles to receivable ansing from the
uncertainties existing in various legal systems as to the validity of the
assigrments in which the assignor, assignee and the debtor are not in the
same couniry and the effect of such assignments on the debtor and other
third parties. Recalling that the dratt Model Legislation on Cross-Border
Insolvency was in its final stages, he expressed hope that the adoption
of the Model Legislation would be a major step towards judicial
cooperation among states, as it would pave the way for recognition of
foreign inslovency cases, court access and recognition of foreign
administrators.  He elaborated on the provisions of the Draft Model
Legislation on Insolvency Law, and expressed the view that it could
particularly be very useful for developed as well as developing countries
in resolving the problems ensuing from cross-border insolvency
proceedings  Stressing the utility of this project towards safeguarding
the insolvent and property and the interests of the creditors, he called
for alignment of national commercial codes to accord with the
UNEITRAL Model Legislation on Cross-Border Insolvency, He recalled
that Tehran had hosted the UNCITRAL Seminar in 1995, and wished to
place on record his delegation’s appreciation for the outstanding work
of the UNCITRAL for sponsaring these seminars and other activities in
the field of trade law.

The Delewate of Singapore reiterated that his country had always
been in favour of free trade and fair compettion. The establishment of
the World Trade Organization was, in his view, an important milestone
in the march towards achieving a liberahized and truly intergrated global
economy.  He recalled with pride the role played by his country in this
direction, in hosting the First WTO Ministerial Meeting at Singapore. in
December 1996

(ii) Decision on the “International Trade Law”

H“.l' Legislative Activities of the United Nations and Other
International Organizations Concerned with International Trade Law

(Adopted on 7.5.1997)

” Asian-Africem Legal Conspliative Commitiee af (s Thirty-Sicth

Heving taken note of the Repornt concerning the Legislanve Activities
ofthe United Nations and other International Organizations concemed with
ational Trade Law contained in Doc. No. AALCC/XX XV Tehran/

~ lxpwesses its appreciation for the brief of documents prepared by
the Secretariat on the recent developments in the field of International Trade
Law,

ﬂ. ~ Alsuexpressey its appreciation for the continued cooperation with
‘!ﬁ&‘-‘lﬁm intemational organizations competent in the field of internanonal
;Mil\'flnd hopes that this cooperation will be intensified inf the firture,
3 {irgex the Member States to consider the UNCITRAL Model Law

?'.“H Hlﬂm"i: Commerce as they reform or enact their legislation on
ii'-"l:s to paper based forms of communication and storage of
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£ Alser Urges Member States to consider adopting, ratifving or
acceding to the other texts prepared by the United Nations Commission 0
International Trade Law (UNCITRAL). and

5. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to monitor the
developments in the ares of international trade law and present a repon
thereon to its thirty-seventh Session

(B} WTO asa Framework Agreement and Code of Conduct
for the World Trade

({Adopted on 7.5,1997)

1 Heving faken nede of the Secretanat study on "WTO as a
Framework Aureement and Code of Conduct for the World Trade™
contained in Doc. No. AALCC/XXXV Tehran97/8 13,

Hevvirsg heard the comprehensive statement of the Deputy Secretary-

Reguests the Secretary General to consider convening an ad o

2 group of experts meeting to examine the 1ssues raised by the
jat study and to report the outcome thereof to the next Session;

. Directs the Secretariat to continue to monitor the developments
«d 1o the code of conduct for the world trade, particularly, the relevant
; Degiddes to reconvene the Trade Law Sub-Committee during the
Thirty-seventh Session, and

Lleciedes to place the stem on the agenda of its thirty seventh Session.




